
Code  of  conduct  introduced
for dog walkers

EDINBURGH TAKES THE LEAD ON COMMERCIAL DOG WALKING IN CITY
PARKS

Professional dog walkers using Edinburgh’s parks and green
spaces will be required to register with the Council as part
of a new set of park management rules coming into force this
week.

The  City  of  Edinburgh  Council  will  be  the  first  local
authority in Scotland to manage commercial dog walking in this
way and will require walkers to commit to adhering to a code
of conduct in order to obtain a free permit.

The move comes following concerns raised about the control and
supervision of dogs being managed by some professional dog
walkers. The eight guidelines in the new code of conduct have
been  specifically  worked  up  in  consultation  with  both
professional  dog  walking  groups  and  park  users.

Councillor  Lesley  Hinds,  the  city’s  Environment  Convener,
said:- “Requiring professional dog walkers to register with us
shouldn’t  cause  any  major  issues  to  the  majority  of
professionals who already practice in a safe and responsible
manner.

“By subscribing to the code, professional walkers can minimise
their impact on the parks and other users, set a positive
example to other dog walkers and deliver a safe and quality
service for their clients.”

Bruce  Thomson,  Spokesperson  for  the  City  of  Edinburgh
Professional  Dog  Walkers  Association,  said:  “Edinburgh
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professional dog walkers provide a valued service to busy
working people, the elderly and the infirm. As part of the
local  business  community,  we  recognise  the  need  for  good
practice  which  benefits  all  users  of  our  parks  and
greenspaces.

“Established and experienced operators have been working with
the Council to form the Code of Conduct, which as part of the
new registration system should give structure and guidance.”

Permission is obtained by sending contact details and consent
to abide by a code of conduct to the Council who will then
issue registered professional dog walkers with a proof of
permission card.

Park  rangers  and  other  council  officers  are  in  charge  of
enforcing  the  rules  and  have  the  authority  to  ask  those
breaking them to leave the park. Continual offence will result
in  the  individuals’  license  being  revoked,  with  further
implications following.

The  guidelines  were  agreed  by  the  Council  along  with  the
new  Management  Rules  for  Public  Parks  and  Greenspaces  on
January 31 which you can read in full below.

 

This is the code of conduct for professional dog walkers
using  the  City  of  Edinburgh  Council’s  Public  Parks  and
Greenspace agree to:

 

Clean up after the dogs in their charge, in line with1.
the Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003.

 

Keep  dogs  under  proper  control,  in  line  with  the2.
Control  of  Dogs  (Scotland)  Act  2010  and  Dogs
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(Protection  of  Livestock)  Act  1953.

 

Minimise the impact that exercising multiple dogs could3.
have on other park users. Quiet parks, or quiet areas
within parks, should be used over busy parks and spaces
near  children’s  play  areas.  Parks  with  sensitive
wildlife areas should be avoided.

 

Take extra care when arriving and leaving parks and4.
greenspace to minimise issues for other users. All dogs
should be walked away from and returned to the vehicle
on a lead.

 

Provide  public  liability  insurance  cover  for  their5.
service.

 

Only exercise the number of dogs that are covered by6.
their insurance policy, and exercise adequate control
in line with the Scottish Outdoor Access Code. The City
of Edinburgh Council recommends a maximum of 6–8 dogs
at any one time.

 

Have a good knowledge of dog behaviour and reliable7.
skills in training and handling dogs.

 

Make themselves aware of the Scottish Outdoor Access8.
Code  and  the  City  of  Edinburgh  Council’s  Park
Management  Rules.
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Here is the full set of management rules:-

Park Management Rules FINAL Feb 2013
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