
Edinburgh  MP  backs
appointment  of  supermarket
adjudicator
CROCKART: GROCERY CODE ADJUDICATOR A BOOST FOR A STRONGER AND

FAIRER RURAL ECONOMY

Farmers and suppliers in Edinburgh and the Lothians will now
have  someone  fighting  their  corner  against  the  big
supermarkets,  with  the  appointment  of  a  new  independent
Groceries Code Adjudicator by Liberal Democrat Consumer and
Competition Minister, Jo Swinson.

As  Adjudicator,  Christine  Tacon  will  be  responsible  for
enforcing  the  Groceries  Supply  Code  of  Practice,  which
regulates interactions between the ten largest supermarkets
and farmers and suppliers.

This will ensure a fairer deal for farmers and suppliers in
Edinburgh  and  the  Lothians,  who  can  complain  to  the
Adjudicator if they are unfairly treated by supermarkets. If a
breach of the code is found, the Adjudicator will be able to
make recommendations against a supermarket or impose fines.

Welcoming  the  appointment,  Edinburgh’s  Liberal  Democrat  MP
Mike Crockart said:

“Farmers and suppliers in Edinburgh and across the Lothians
are in an unfair fight with the big supermarkets. Many receive
unfair prices and are struggling to stay in business. This
damages our local community and our local economy.
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“A vibrant community needs farmers and suppliers like ours and
they deserve a fair deal. That’s why I and other Liberal
Democrats have long campaigned to establish a Grocery Code of
Practice and an Adjudicator to enforce it.

“To build a stronger economy, we need to make it fairer for
everyone  too.  That’s  why  I  am  so  pleased  with  today’s
announcement because it means that our campaign is turning
into a reality.”

Commenting further, Jo Swinson said:

“For too long, the balance of power in the grocery market has
been  in  favour  of  large  supermarkets.  This  has  seen  many
farmers and suppliers receive unfair prices, year on year,
with many struggling to stay in business.

“The  Grocery  Code  Adjudicator  will  ensure  farmers  and
suppliers get a fair deal. It is an important part of the
Liberal Democrat commitment to building a stronger economy in
a fairer society.

“Christine Tacon has a wide range of experience in the food,
retail and farming industry and so this announcement is a real
milestone. Her knowledge of the sector will be of huge benefit
and help rural communities who deserve a fair deal for their
hard work.”


