Five things you need to know
today
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Andy Murray - Holyrood — Trams - Council up for awards -
Operation Cipher update
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The only newspaper we have seen this morning which was able to
get the news out on its front page is The Scotsman which has
news of Murray’s historic win on its front page. The presses
must really have been held to the last moment as the Scot took
about five hours to win his first Grand Slam in New York.
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Today at Holyrood the Health and Sport committee meet to
discuss support for community sport. We are certain they will
take the opportunity of congratulating Murray there as well as
everywhere else today!
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Elsewhere in The Scotsman they report on the tram crash in
Dublin yesterday which meant road closures for several hours,
and speculate that this will be a message for Edinburgh Tram
operators. But the number of serious incidents in Dublin
involving trams is very few indeed, but the latest statistics
which are for 2010 show that there were a total of 20
injuries, and only 3 of those required hospital care. The
distance that Dublin trams covered in 2010 was 3 million
kilometres.
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Five innovative City of Edinburgh Council projects are going
for gold in prestigious UK public service awards.

Urban Allotments, ‘Super Tuesday’, £feith Decides, 21st Century
Homes and ‘Winter Weather, Working Together’ have all been
short 1listed from over 350 nominations in this
year’s Association for Public Sector Excellence (APSE) awards.

The five categories they are competing in:

= Best Local Democracy Initiative: £feith Decides. The
local community are given the power to determine the
allocation of Community Grant awards up to value of
£1,000.

» Best Housing & Regeneration Initiative: 21st Century
Homes. The programme aims to deliver up to 1400 homes
for sale and rent over the next eight years. It has
been expanded to cover five regeneration sites to
deliver a mix of tenures, over half of which will be
affordable.

»Best Public/Voluntary Partnership Working: Urban
Allotments. This scheme has seen the transformation of
‘leftover’ pockets of unused, unloved waste land into
thriving community gardens and mini allotments in the
city centre and Leith area.
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» Best Community and Neighbourhood Initiative: ‘Super
Tuesday’. An early 1intervention project in the
Craigmillar area which brings together a range of
service providers under one roof every Tuesday helping
people with issues like personal debt, rent arrears and
welfare benefit advice.

» Best Service Team Highways, Winter Maintenance & Street
Lighting: ‘Winter Weather — Working Together'.
Following severe winter weather in 2009/10 and 2010/11
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major changes were made to the Council’s emergency
winter weather preparations. Major consultation with
stakeholders and the local community. Was central to the
new improved emergency plans.

Councillor Andrew Burns, leader of the City of Edinburgh
Council, said: “It’s a great achievement for Edinburgh to have
so many finalists in this year’'s APSE awards. I would like to
congratulate all staff across the Council for their hard work
and dedication to providing excellent services for residents
which has led to these nominations.”

Paul 0’'Brien, APSE Chief Executive, said: “Over the past six
weeks we have all been so proud of all of our Team GB athletes
but every day, in every council, we have our own ‘Olympians’
who, in spite of harsh budget settlements, and even greater
demands on public services, continue to go that extra mile to
serve the public.”

The awards will take place in Glasgow on Thursday 13 September
2012.
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Up to date news of the Calders initiative involving the
council, Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service and
Lothian and Borders Police among other agencies can be found
on the police blog here. This has news of the Floating Youth
Club which will begin this weekend on 15 September between 12
and 4pm at the Bridge 8 Hub. Our photograph today is of the
Community Garden which lies just behind the Bridge 8 Hub, and
which the Lord Provost opened a few weeks ago.



http://www.lbp.police.uk/my_neighbourhood/edinburgh/sighthill-gorgie/the_calders_initiative_blog/blog_4_-_10th_september.aspx

