
Edinburgh  International
Festival – 2012 is a record
year

The  Edinburgh  International  Festival  in  2012  took  £2.83
million at the box office making it a record year, an increase
of 9% in sales income and an increase of 11% in number of
tickets issued on Festival 2011.

Jonathan  Mills,  Director  of  the  Edinburgh  International
Festival said:-‘Festival 2012 was a year of partnerships and
collaborations. I would like to thank our funders both public
and private who came together to support our ambitions in this
special year for the UK. In hard times, as well as good, it
remains one of the world’s most important examples of the
power of culture to transform lives. In sharing this year’s
Festival with audiences this has felt both real and important
and I thank everyone who shared in these wonderful moments.’

The Edinburgh International Festival this year was a global
celebration  working  in  partnership  with  The  Scottish
Government, Creative Scotland, Event Scotland and The City of
Edinburgh  Council  to  present  the  most  ambitious  programme
possible in 2012 while the world’s eyes were on the UK.

The Festival also worked with London 2012 Festival and the
World Shakespeare Festival, and many international tourism and
cultural agencies, particularly the British Council  to widen
its reach internationally.

Over 3000 artists from over 47 nations and audiences from over
70 nations gathered at the Edinburgh International Festival in
2012.
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The excitement around shows at the Festival this year was
reflected  in  the  media  with  many  artists  and  shows  being
awarded 5 star reviews including NVA’s Speed of Light, London
Symphony  Orchestra,  Daniil  Trifonov,  Ballet  Preljocaj,
Tatyana, Waiting for Orestes: Electra, Watt, Les Naufragés du
fol Espoir, The Rape of Lucrece and Meine faire Dame – ein
Sprachlabor among many others.

Arnold Clark supported the Festival for the first time in 2012
with  a  fleet  of  over  30  vehicles  ferrying  artists  and
technical equipment around the city. Jenners celebrated its
first year as Official Retail Partner with a stunning display
of 1,000 doves suspended over its atrium.

One  of  the  Festival’s  most  popular  twitter  conversations
highlighted  the  opportunity  for  those  under  26  to  buy  £8
tickets on the day seeing a rise of 73% this year. Tickets
sold to people under 18 also rose by just over 30% on 2011’s
figures.  The  Festival’s  Facebook  reach  extended  to  80,000
people through Festival 2012.

Around  600  of  Edinburgh’s  primary  and  secondary  school
children took part in workshops with Deborah Colker’s Dance
Company following their acclaimed performances of Tatyana at
the Edinburgh Playhouse.

 

‘Yes it was very fun. They are brilliant. My class had fun
too’ pupil at St John’s RC Primary

 

‘Awesome  and  very  helpful.  The  dancers  were  funny.’  St
Catherine’s Primary School
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Live broadcasts throughout the Festival on BBC Radio 3 as well
as dedicated editions of programmes across the broadcaster
enhanced the Festival’s reach.

The  opening  week  of  the  Festival  saw  the  staging  of  the
inaugural Edinburgh International Culture Summit organised in
partnership with the Scottish Government, UK Government and
the British Council at the Scottish Parliament with over 30
nations discussing and debating the role of culture. Countries
which  sent  delegations  to  Edinburgh  included  Brazil,
Bangladesh,  Germany,  Iraq,  Japan,  Malawi,  Netherlands,  New
Zealand,  Pakistan,  Poland,  South  Africa,  Tanzania,  Russia,
Saudi Arabia, USA.

So now all you have to do is get ready for next year…..

 


