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today

In the news today:-

Andrew McNicoll

Edinburgh Tramworks

Kaimes School
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Edinburgh West End Community Council

 

Andrew McNicoll died on Thursday morning following an accident
while cycling to work on Lanark Road. He was 43, and was the
stepson of Lynne McNicoll, the founder of the Edinburgh-based
cancer charity It’s Good to Give, whose story we featured some
time  back.  In  true  Lynne  style  a  fundraising  website  has
already been set up called Andrew Cyclist where you can donate
some money to the campaign set up in Andrew’s name to help
make cycling safer in the city.

***

Trams are back! Or at least the tram works are.

The latest programme of work to progress the Edinburgh Trams
project in 2012 is now underway in the city centre.

As announced in November 2011, St Andrew Street  is closed
from 5am on Saturday 7 January 2012 and Shandwick Place is
closed  from  Saturday  14  January  2012  ,  with  a  series  of
diversions being put in place for traffic. The moves will
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allow all remaining utility work to get underway ahead of the
start of major infrastructure work in February 2012.

Road closure details

St. Andrew Street: Work begins on Saturday 7 January 2012. The
East side of St Andrew Square (including North and South St.
Andrew Street) will be closed to vehicles with all traffic
switched to the West side (South St David St). The work site
will extend down onto Princes Street and to the right as far
as Waverley Bridge. There will still be access to shops and
premises while additional support will be put in place for
business deliveries.

Shandwick  Place:  Work  begins  on  Saturday  14  January  with
Shandwick Place closed to all traffic between Atholl Crescent
and Lothian Road. Traffic will be diverted to either Melville
Street for east bound traffic or the West Approach Road for
west bound traffic. There will still be access to shops and
premises while additional support will be put in place for
business deliveries.

For  more  information  on  diversions  please
visit:  www.edinburghtrams.com

 

***

The Council has put in place temporary measures to ensure that
pupils of Kaimes School are able to return near to the start
of term, after the high winds caused significant roof damage.

The school, which provides primary and secondary education for
pupils with additional support needs, was affected by the
extremely high winds on 3 January 2012, which caused a large
section of roof covering to come off one of the two main
blocks. This has resulted in water damage to two thirds of the
building  that  houses  secondary  pupils  and  school  catering
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facilities.

The Council has arranged for all primary and S1 pupils to
return to school on Wednesday 11 January, one day later than
planned, where they will be housed in the undamaged building.
This additional day will ensure all debris can be removed from
the playground and fencing can be repaired, with a cordon put
in place around the other site.

All other pupils will start back on Monday 16 January, in
temporary accommodation at part of the former Fort Primary
School.   The  Council  has  also  ensured  that  new  transport
arrangements have been put in place for pupils to travel to
this alternative site.

City  Education  Leader,  Councillor  Marilyne  MacLaren  said:
“After the severe weather, it is our priority to get children
back in school for the start of the term and although this is
not going to be possible for pupils at Kaimes, we have acted
quickly  to  ensure  that  there  is  as  little  disruption  as
possible and that the children have a safe environment to work
in.

“I  understand  the  difficulties  that  this  can  cause,  and
especially for pupils with additional needs, but we have put
plans in place  to minimise these difficulties and an option
that provides them with a designated space that can most meet
their  needs.   Additional  support  will  be  provided  if
required”.

All parents have been contacted by the Council directly to
inform  them  of  the  new  arrangements  and  it  is  currently
anticipated that they will remain in place until Easter.

***

So the truth is out – the welcome Jamboree for the pandas has
cost the taxpayer a meaty £43,000. Quite a lot for a wee dram
at the airport for the Lord Provost and his friends.  The
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Scotsman has more on this story. The pandas have hardly been
out of the news since they arrived in Edinburgh, but received
a little bit of adverse publicity when Tian Tian was named as
one of female faces of 2011 by the BBC…

 

***

Edinburgh West End Community Council meets tonight at 7.30pm
at Ashfield, 61 Melville Street, Edinburgh. One of the items
on the agenda is discussion of the Draft City Centre Southern
Arc  Area  Development  Framework  by  Craig  Wood,  Planning
Officer, City of Edinburgh Council.
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