Places announce for
Playwright Development
Programme 1in Edinburgh

x] Siege Perilous and Writer-in-Residence Caroline Dunford are

delighted to announce the names of the six playwrights who have
secured a place on this year’s Playwright Development Programme,
including two from Edinburgh.

They are John Gilmour from Glasgow; Colin Bell, Chris Purnell, Rhiannon
Grist and Jen McGregor from Edinburgh, and David Hutchison from West
Kilbride. The six were selected from 68 scripts that were submitted to
the company in September in this first year of a new programme for
emerging playwrights.

Commenting on the process, Caroline said that “it’s been truly exciting
to read all the work submitted and is further proof of the sheer amount
of writing talent that we have in Scotland. I’'ve been involved in other
mentoring schemes but for me, this is the first time of doing so with
others that have a different perspective than purely the writing craft
itself. In that sense, it’'s been an invaluable experience for me too”.

The group all met for the first time at McDonald Road Library on Saturday

29" October for a lively session that set the scene for the next 6
months. A number of interesting facts materialised about the participants
including that one of them went to Shabbat with Madonna; another is a
former life model; and one applied to be the presenter on “Rainbow”. This
emerged during an exercise to kick the event off but the names of who did
what will remain within the group!
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The playwrights will now work with the writer-in-residence during one-to-
one sessions to develop their writing skills. This will culminate in each
piece being performed by professional actors during workshops in February
also to be held at McDonald Road Library.

This is the first year of a 3-year commitment by the company.

Based in Leith Edinburgh, Siege Perilous is a professional theatre
production company which was founded in 2000. Run by co-founders Artistic
Director Andy Corelli and Producer Tina Finch, the company specialises in
new writing and is committed to producing quality small-scale theatre
in Edinburgh outwith the Fringe. The company offers new writers a
platform for their work to be seen and during a 2-year residency at what
was formerly known as the GRV staged 8 well-received productions.
Additionally since 2000 it has appeared at Edinburgh’s Festival Fringe
five times, completed a UK tour and staged an open air production at
Craigcrook Castle in association with the de Marco European Art
Foundation. The Company regularly mentors new entrants to the industry in
roles such as Assistant Director, Stage Manager, Wardrobe, Technical crew
and newly graduated actors. It is about to produce a further three
productions of Scotland-based new playwrights. It received an Arts and
Business Award in 2010.
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