
Edinburgh  Mela  Festival  2-4
September 2011

The Edinburgh Mela Festival is to return to Leith Links for
just one weekend this year. Created in 1995 to showcase the

capitals ethnic minority communities and their cultures, the
Edinburgh  Mela  features  a  range  of  different  activities
drawing on influences from around the globe.

The festival has drawn huge crowds from across the country in
previous  years;  with  stalls  serving  international  cuisine,
live music and dance as well as a number of activities to keep
children interested all weekend long.

Leith Links will be transformed from 2-4 September 2011 with a
whole  host  of  entertainments  on  offer  bringing  together
traditions from Africa, the Middle East as well as other areas
of Europe.

This year’s festival is set to be as intriguing as ever with
events such as the Shared Territories Project finding a worthy
platform for its talents. This project involves two Scottish
artists working with minority groups in Scotland to travel
around some of Scotland’s most beautiful natural environments,
drawing on inspiration from this for their own work.

Whilst the festival is involved in bringing together different
cultures  in celebration of Edinburgh’s diversity, it also
serves to get local artists and performers noticed in their
home city.

One of the central attractions around this event is the wide
variety  of  food  on  offer.  Last  year  there  were  stalls
representing  many  different  heritages,  all  celebrating  a
diverse Scotland with the wide variety of dishes.

The  Edinburgh  Mela  will  feature  a  range  of  theatre
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performances from local talents as well as ethnic groups from
across the world, all accompanied by the festival’s market
stalls. The stalls provide more than just food however, with
different crafts and ethnic goods on offer.

For  those  who  can’t  wait  until  September  for  the  Mela
Festival, there are attractions on offer throughout the summer
across  other  parts  of  Scotland.  Contemplation,  an  art
installation from resident artist Sadia Gul Ibrahim will be on
display in Glasgow from the 31st of July to the 13th of
August.

For information on where and when to attend please visit the
website at edinburgh-mela.

Five things to do for the Mela Weekend!

Theatre-Take in the incredible theatre performances on1.
show throughout the festival. Last year saw a stunning
show of circus skills from the Jaipur Kawa Circus with
pole  vaulting  and  tight-rope  walking,  and  this  year
promises to offer more dazzling displays of acrobatics.
Dance-Check  out  the  festivals  dance-based2.
entertainments.  Whilst  last  year  there  were  belly-
dancing performances and story-telling dances, this year
offers a new breed of entertainment. Rotations promises
to  be  an  intriguing  ‘celebration  of  possibility  and
movement’,  with  breakdancing,  BMX  flatland  and
contemporary  moves  all  on  show.
Market-After exploring the Mela’s many possibilities you3.
can unwind with food or drink from a variety of ethnic
regions. Find the best curry in town here and you’re
guaranteed to look forward to it all year long when the
festival is over.
Live Music-Local talent and international artists come4.
together to perform for the Mela, and this year sees
another stellar draw for the festival. Set in the Mela’s
Big Top tent, the music promises to offer something for
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everyone. Mumzy Stranger has garnered a huge following
with his mix of Bollywood beats and reggae rhythms and
will be playing Saturday, whilst Samba Sene and Diwani
bring  the  vibes  of  Senegal  to  Edinburgh  with  a  ska
infusion on the Sunday night.
Fashion Show-For anyone with an eye for the next big5.
thing  in  fashion,  the  Mela  has  a  catwalk  with  a
difference. It brings together established designers and
local graduates to show a variety of clothes from casual
urban wear to traditional Asian wedding dress on Sunday
at 1pm.
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