
Helpful Henry keeps it in the
Family!
by Dave Pickering

Left  to  Right:  Mike  Clark  (Chair,  Drylaw  Telford
Community Council), Mrs Cath Tierney, Councillor Tim
McKay, Henry McDonald and Thomas Tierney junior

Drylaw man Henry MacDonald received Drylaw Telford Community
Council’s  annual  award  for  good  citizenship  last  night
(Wednesday  27  April).   Sixty-eight  year  old  Henry  was
following in his father’s footsteps – dad Harry was the first
recipient of the award which was established in 2000!

Drylaw Telford Community Council introduced the annual award
for good citizenship following the death of local campaigner,
activist and enthusiastic community councillor Tam Tierney in
1999.  Since the launch of the award there have been dozens of
nominations and eleven recipients, but father and son Harry
and Henry are the first members of the same family to receive
the award.

Harry and Henry McDonald

Drylaw Telford Community Council hosted a reception at Drylaw
Neighbourhood  Centre  last  night  and  Henry  was  joined  by
friends and family (including identical twin brother George
and dad Harry), church members and community councillors at
the celebration.  Guests included Tam Tierney’s widow Cath and
their son Thomas, and all four Inverleith councillors – Lesley
Hinds,  Stuart  McIvor,  Tim  McKay  and  Iain  Whyte  –  also
attended.
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Councillor  Tim  McKay,  convener  of  Inverleith  Neighbourhood
Partnership, presented Henry with a plaque and said:  “Henry
was cited by six nominees for his work as a volunteer with
Drylaw Church.  His helpfulness clearly shines through, and
Henry is obviously following in a family tradition!   I am
delighted to present this well-deserved award on behalf of the
community council”.

Drylaw Parish Church minister Pat Watson added:  “Since I
arrived at Drylaw over five years ago Henry has just been so
helpful.   As  well  as  welcoming  guests  to  the  church  and
preparing lunches Henry is always helping out – you can be
sure that if anything is left lying around for too long our
Henry will dispose of it!  People dropping in will also be
offered a cup of tea and a bacon roll, too, so as well as
being warmly welcomed they will be well-fed too!  Henry really
makes a valuable contribution to church life just as Harry
did.  Harry kept the church grounds looking beautiful until
just a couple of years ago and Henry is keeping up the good
work – if Henry is able to do even half the work his dad did
over the years Drylaw church will be well served for years to
come.  Many congratulations”.

It’s been quite a year for the local McDonald clan – as well
as Henry’s award, mum and dad Harry and Nan celebrated their
70th wedding anniversary last month.

While he was delighted to receive the award, Henry won’t be
resting on his laurels – on Sunday he’ll be putting his best
foot forward when he takes part in an annual sponsored walk
over the Forth Road Bridge for the Christian Aid charity. 
It’s an event Henry’s supported for many years and he took the
opportunity to add quite a few names to his sponsor sheet at
the Drylaw event!


