Friends of the Earth Scotland
Lecture

%] A best selling author will demonstrate to an Edinburgh

audience that everything in society — from health to crime,
illiteracy and the environment — is affected by how equal it
is, and not by its wealth.

Professor Richard Wilkinson, author of “The Spirit Level”,
will speak about his research that shows equality is better
for everyone, at a lecture in Edinburgh. According to the
Guardian ‘The Spirit Level’ “might be the most important book
of the year”.

Professor Wilkinson’'s acclaimed book provides evidence that
almost everything in a society is affected by how equal it is,
not by how wealthy it is.

Richard Wilkinson said: “We have shown that reducing
inequality leads to a very much better society.”

Richard Wilkinson also argues that “more equal societies are
better placed to deal with global warming because they are
less consumerist and more public spirited.

“It is fortunate that just when the human species discovers
that the environment cannot absorb further increases 1in
emissions, we also learn that further economic growth in the
developed world no longer improves health, happiness or
measures of wellbeing.”

The Friends of the Earth Scotland lecture will take place on
16 November at the University of Edinburgh.

Duncan McLaren, Chief Executive of Friends of the Earth
Scotland, said: “We are working for environmental justice, and
we want climate policy to deliver improvements on equality. I
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am delighted that Richard Wilkinson 1is making the case for
equality, and delivering the evidence for the benefits it
brings.

“In a resource-constrained world, sustainable development must
involve much greater equity on resource consumption.

Friends of the Earth Scotland is organising the Richard
Wilkinson lecture in partnership with the University of
Edinburgh Business School.

The lecture will be chaired by broadcaster Lesley Riddoch
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