
Edinburgh drivers show little
respect
In Edinburgh drivers are showing little respect, ranked almost
at the bottom of the table with only Swansea drivers being
less respectful, according to a report from AXA Insurance. A
high 47% did not allow pedestrians to cross safely at a zebra
crossing (better in the morning with 19%) and over eight in 10
(84%)  refused  to  allow  buses  to  carry  on  their  way.  An
alarming  70%  of  drivers  refused  to  indicate  at  all  on
roundabouts in the morning, which increased to 78% in the
afternoon and almost one in 10 ran a red light in the rush to
get to and from work.

A quarter (25%) of drivers in Edinburgh parked in a disabled
person’s space without holding a valid badge while three in 10
(30%)  drivers  parked  in  a  parent  and  child  bay  without
children.

To find out who are the best – and worst – in Britain, a
series  of  observational  tests  were  carried  out  around
traditional driving bugbears to judge people’s respect for
other  drivers,  pedestrians  and  cyclists.   A  team  of
researchers  in  each  of  the  30  cities  observed  whether
motorists let people pass at zebra crossings, let buses pull
out, blocked cycle space, or sat in a box junction for more
than ten seconds. Also tested were whether people indicated
fully on roundabouts, and used disabled and mother and child
parking bays when they had neither a child nor a disability.

Research data was converted into percentages and for each
observational test the cities were ranked from one to 30.  For
each city the ranking for each test was added up and divided
by the number of observational tests carried out to achieve
the average score.  These were then ranked to provide the most
and least respectful drivers in the UK.
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